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Filming ‘The Forgiving’
Independent film shot over six days in Luray; local screening planned for spring
By Rebecca Armstrong
Staff Writer

A

vi Brickman is a middle-aged
man reeling from the death of his
8-year-old daughter five years earlier.
When he loses his job, he travels back to
the house where the accident occurred
with plans to take his own life.
Instead, Brickman encounters a
woman and her young daughter, and over
the course of a single night comes face to
face with pain and guilt.
In the independent film “The Forgiving,”
Brickman’s loss is something most people
can relate to, says director and writer
David Stern.
“We connect ourselves to people, family, friends,” Stern said in a director’s
statement. “When we lose that person,
especially prematurely, that tragic loss
can become overwhelming.
“Avi Brickman has suffered deeply from

such a tragedy,” he continued. “‘The Forgiving’ is an emotional exploration that gives
us hope in the harsh reality of tragedy.”
Now in post production, the drama
was filmed in large part in Luray over
the course of six days late last year.
Crews spent a single day on Sept. 29
filming exterior scenes before heading
back on Dec. 26 for five additional days,
said Stern.
In total about 60 percent of the film
was shot at “Woodland Magic,” a rental
cottage situated on three acres near
Shenandoah River Outfitters on Page
Valley Road.
“It was love at first sight,” said Stern,
who lives in Chevy Chase, Md. “The town
is beautiful and the area is stunning. It
provided the perfect place for this film.
“It takes a village to make a film —
especially a low-budget, independent
film — and without the community we
probably couldn’t have done it, so, we’re

very grateful for that.”
The film not only showcases local sites,
but local talent. Lt. Chris Stoneberger
of the Luray Police Department makes
a cameo, while 11-year-old Laurel Webb
portrays a larger role. The pair — who
volunteered their time and talent along
with the rest of the film’s crew and actors
— signed on for the project after Stern
contacted the local police department and
Trackside Theater in search of actors.
“It was a really fun experience,” said
Laurel, a sixth-grader at Luray Middle
who has previously appeared in two
commercials, as well as local theater
productions. “I’m very excited to see how
it turns out — I think it’ll be really good,
and it’s so cool that it was filmed here.”
“The Forgiving” isn’t the first independent film to be shot in Luray. In August
2015, a crew of about 50 shot parts of
the motion picture “TRI” at Lake Arrowhead during the 10th installment of the

Luray Triathlon. The film centers around
female lead, Natalie, an ultrasound
technician who is inspired by a cancer
patient to train for the Nation’s Triathlon
in Washington, D.C.
Casting Director and Producer for
Washington Metropolitan-based Red
Zeppelin Productions Kimberly Skyrme
chose the local race as a backdrop after
competing in the Luray Sprint Triathlon in 2015. The film’s first screening
was held in St. George, Utah, before
a screening was held at Luray High
School in May 2016.
Similarly, Stern plans to screen “The Forgiving” in Luray in late May or June, and
hopes to show it at several film festivals.
Stern, who has spent more than three
decades in the film industry, previously
wrote and directed the independent
films “Loopholes” in 2000 and “Dead
Giveaway” five years later, which was
available through Netflix.

“THE FORGIVING”
• What: Independent drama filmed
largely in Luray over six days
• Synopsis: A man dealing with
the tragic death of his daughter
returns to the house where she
died to take his own life. Upon
his arrival he discovers a mother
and daughter, and over the course
of a single night confronts his
guilt and pain.
• Who: David Stern, writer
and director
• Release date: Spring 2019
• Premier: Planned for Luray
in May or June
• On the Web: TheForgivingMovie.com
• Contribute: Visit the film’s
fundraising site at IGG.me/at/
theforgivingcampaign/x/19853864

Director of photography Ross Godwin
stands behind the camera as crews
film scenes from “The Forgiving.” The
independent film was shot in large part
in Luray over the course of six days last
September and December, and is slated to
premier this spring. Pictured at left: Actor
John Healy carries Luray actress Laurel
Webb, 11, during a climactic scene. Pictured
below from left: a camera captures Laurel
during a scene filmed in December; and
writer and director David Stern (seated on
table) chats between scenes with actors
Healy and Jenna Kuna.
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